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Abstract. The article examines the significance of the diaspora for modern
international relations and the role of its participation as an actor in public diplomacy.
The study analyzes the impact of the diaspora on international relations and
intergovernmental cooperation through factors such as lobbying, cultural diplomacy,
economic remittances, and others. Based on the conducted research, the authors
conclude that, in the context of intensive globalization and transnationalization,
the role and potential of the diaspora abroad cannot be detracted or ignored. In the
context of Kazakhstan, the importance of the diaspora abroad is highlighted through
the prism of issues such as "brain drain" and the outflow of labor resources from the
country. Depending on the level of development of interaction with the diaspora,
using the foresight forecasting methods, the authors propose possible scenarios for the
development of interaction for Kazakhstan. The article aims to contribute to the study
of diaspora diplomacy as a growing field in international relations and to propose new
approaches for its development in the context of globalization and transnationalization
of the world. The scientific and practical significance of the chosen topic lies in
understanding the national approach to interaction with compatriots abroad in order
to form an attractive image of the country with the benefits for the development of
international cooperation.

Keywords: engagement policy, diaspora, diaspora diplomacy, public diplomacy,
transnational relations, national interests.
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Anaarna. Makasiaja q11acropaHblH 3aMaHay | XallbIKapajiblK KaTbIHAC jKacayablH
MaHbI3bl MEH OHBIH KOFaMJIBIK JIMIUIOMATHSIHBIH AaKTOPBl PETIHJE aTKapaThlH pe
KapacThIpblIafbl. 3epTTey OapbIChIHIA THACIOPAaHbIH XaJbIKapalblK KaTbIHACTap
MEH MEMJICKeTapallblK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKKA BIKIAJBl JOOOH3M, MOJICHH ITHUILIOMA-
THS, SKOHOMHUKAJBIK TpaHchepTTep koHE T.0. CHAKTH (haKTOpiap apKbLIBI TaJIa-
HaJabl. 3epTTey HEeri3iHJe aBTOpJiap KAapKbIHJbI jkahaHIaHy MeH TPaHCYJITTaHIbIPY
JKarJalblHIA IETeNIeT] TUacliOpaHbIH Polli MEH 9JICyeTiH TOMEHACTYIe HE eleMe-
yre OoyiMaiifibl JlereH KOpBITHIHJBIFa Keneni. KasakcTan j>karmaiiplHIa nIeTesjeri
JIMacTIOPaHbIH MaHBI3BIIBIFEl €IJIET] «aKblUI-OH MEH eHOeK KYIIiHIH» JKBbLIbICTa-
YBI CHUSKTBI ©3EKTi Moceienep apKbliIbl KapacThIpbliaabl. ABTOpiap (opcaiiT-60-
Kay oIici apKBIIBI AMACIIOpAaMEH e3apa JPEeKeTTeCYIiH JaMy adpekeciHe Oaiina-
HbICThl KazakcraHra apHajFaH KapbIM-KaTbIHAC OPEKETTECY JaMYBIHBIH BIKTHMAI
CICHApUIUIepiH YChIHAABL. Makana Juacrnopa JMILUIOMATHSICHIH —XaJlbIKapasblK
KaThIHACTAp/IbIH JKETUIIN KeJie j)KaTKaH caylachl PEeTiHJEe 3epTTeyre yliec KocyFa api
eMHIH »kahaHmaHy oHE TPaHCYJITTAHYBl JKarJaiblHAAa OHBI JAMBITY/ABIH >XaHa
TOCUICPIH YCBIHYABl Ke3newmi. TaHmamraH TaKBIPBINTHIH FBUIBIMHA-TOKIPHOEIiK
MaHbI3bl eJJIH JKAaFBIMIBl UMUJUKIH KaJbIITACTBIPY MAaKCaTBIHAA XaJIBIKapalibIK
BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTHIH JaMybIHa CEITITIH THTI3y >KOHE IIEeTeNJeri OTaHAacTapMeH
03apa OPEKETTECYC YITTHIK KO3KapacThl TOJIBIK TYCIHY1 TITTEHII.
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AunHOTanus. B crarbe paccMarpuBaeTcsi 3HaYeHUE JUACTIOPHI 111 COBPEMEHHBIX
MEKIYHAPOIHBIX OTHONICHUH U POJb €€ YYACTHUS B Ka4eCTBE aKTOpa ITyOINIHON JTH-
IJIoMaTHH. B paMKax MCCIeOBaHHS aHATU3UPYETCS BIUSHHUE AUACIIOPHI HA MEXKIIY-
HApOIHBIC OTHOIICHUS U MEXTOCYAapCTBEHHOE COTPYAHHUECTBO depe3 Takue GpakTo-
PBI, KaK JT0O00MpoBaHHUEe, KyIbTypHas AUILIOMATHs, SKOHOMHUYECKHE TPAaHCHEPTHI U Ap.
Ha ocnose MMPOBCIACHHOTO UCCIICIOBAHUA aBTOPHLI ACJIAaI0T BBIBOI, YTO B YCJIOBUAX HUH-
TCHCHBHOMH T7100aJIM3alMK ¥ TPAHCHAIIMOHAIN3AIUA POJIb U MOTCHIIUAJ JHACIIOPHI 32
pyOekoM Hellb3sl yMaJsATh U HE MPUHUMATh BO BHHUMaHHe. B koHTekcTe Kasaxcrana
BaKHOCTH JTHACTIOPHI 32 PyOS)KOM MOJHUMACTCS 4epe3 MPU3My TaKUX MpoOieM, Kak
«yTE4Ka MO3TOB» M OTTOK TPYJOBBIX PECYPCOB M3 CTpaHBl. B 3aBUCIMOCTH OT CTETIEHN
Pa3BUTHS B3aUMOJACHCTBHUSI C THACTIOPOH MMOCPENCTBOM MeToaa GopcanT-mpOrHO3UPO-
BaHUA aBTOpaMU NPCAJIOKEHBI BO3MOXXHBIC CICHAPUN PA3BUTH A B3aI/IM0]IeI>IICTBPI)l JJIsL
Kazaxcrtana. CtaThsi CTpEMUTCS BHECTH BKJIaJ B UCCIIEIOBAHUE AUTIIIOMATUU AUACIIOP
KaK pacTyIei 00JacTH B MEKIYHAPOIHBIX OTHOIICHUSX M MPEIIOKUTH HOBBIC TOJI-
XOJIBI JUTSE € Pa3BUTHS B YCIIOBHSIX TII00ATN3AlAN U TPaHCHAIIMOHATN3any Mupa. Ha-
YYHO-TIPaKTHYECKass 3HAaYNMOCTh BBIOPAaHHOW TEMBI 3aKIFOYAaeTCS B OCMBICIICHUH Ha-
LHOHAJFHOTO TIO/IX0/1a B3aMMOJICHCTBHS C COOTEYECTBEHHUKAMH 3a PyOESKOM B LIENISIX
(hopMUPOBAHUS TPUBIICKATESIIEHOIO UMHU KA CTPAHBI U C TOJIB30H IS PA3BUTHS MEXK-
JIYHAPOJHOI'0 COTPYAHUYECTBA.

Knroueswie cnosa: norumura 3aumooeiicmsust, Ouacnopa, OUnioMamus Ouacnop,
nYyOnUUHASL OUNIOMAMUS, MPAHCHAYUOHAIbHBIE C853U, HAYUOHAIbHbIEe UHIMEPEeChl

Introduction

The modern international system is characterized by the growing role of non-
governmental and non-traditional actors, such as transnational corporations, non-
governmental organizations, and diasporas are no exception. Moreover, diasporas
occupy aunique place inmodern international relations, connecting the State of origin
with host countries. Nowadays, diasporas are recognized as subjects of international
relations and actors of public diplomacy. With the purpose of promoting national
interests, several countries are forming an engagement policy with the diaspora to
conduct public diplomacy.

In the context of globalization and active migration flows, diasporas are able to
maintain ties with their homeland and at the same time, actively engaging in the
processes of the host country, go beyond national borders, forming transnational
connections and transnational policies. Due to their transnational nature, diasporas
become the basis for the establishment and development of communicative ties and
networks, uniting people across borders and generations [1].

Diaspora is a human capital reserve, it’s a "soft power" that can serve not only
as a "bridge" between the countries of origin and residence but also as a resource for
development and cooperation for the country of origin. The essential characteristic of
the concept of "soft power" suggests achieving state interests through attractiveness
and the use of various tools, including public diplomacy [2]. Public diplomacy, a
term introduced by American diplomat Edmund Gullion, is a tool of "soft power"
[3]. According to the author of the concept, J. Nye, the main resources of "soft
power" influence include culture, political values and foreign policy, however,
experts also refer science, sports, economic attractiveness, innovation, etc. [4, p. 6].
Moreover, among the other components is the state's foreign diaspora, as scientists
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and the expert community believe it has the ability to influence foreign audiences
[5] It is noted that while traditional diplomacy primarily reflects interactions
between official actors represented by states, public diplomacy, as a tool of "soft
power," assumes the influence of individuals, personalities, groups of people and
communities represented by the diaspora abroad. Thus, in the research discourse,
"diaspora diplomacy" is considered a subtype of public diplomacy. The term
"diaspora diplomacy" does not belong to any particular scientist, but its use and
development are linked to a number of researchers who have studied the role of
diasporas in international relations and the concept of "soft power". One of the first
scientists to explore the influence of diasporas on international relations was Yossi
Shain. In his article "Diasporas and International Relations Theory" [6], he provides
a detailed analysis of how diasporas can serve as a tool for promoting the interests
of their states. His work laid the foundation for understanding diaspora diplomacy
as a concept. The author emphasizes that diasporas should not be viewed merely
as passive communities connected to their country of origin; on the contrary, they
play an active role in shaping both the foreign and domestic policies of the countries
of residence and origin. An example is the Jewish diaspora in the United States
and the Indian diaspora, which is actively involved in promoting India's economic
and cultural interests in the US and UK accordingly. Gabriel Sheffer, although not
using the term "diaspora diplomacy", has contributed to the development of this field
by studying the mechanisms through which diasporas influence political processes
both in their countries of origin and residence [7]. In itself, the daily existence of
diasporas in the host country is an act of public diplomacy, because the economic,
political, and cultural influence of the diaspora is manifested in interaction with the
civil society of the recipient country [8]. Brinkerhoff, in his research, particularly in
the book Diasporas and Development: Exploring the Potential [9] emphasizes the role
of diasporas as agents of transnational influence, and describes practices that later
became associated with diaspora diplomacy. Thus, the term "diaspora diplomacy"
was formed at the intersection of studies by various authors. This phenomenon has
become part of a broader discussion on transnational politics, soft power, and the
interaction of diasporas with states. The peculiarity of diaspora diplomacy lies in
supporting its diaspora — a part of the people or community residing in different
parts of the world outside their country of origin. Exploring the issues of the Kazakh
diaspora abroad, Kazakhstani authors primarily focus on historical aspects and
ways of forming diasporas, migration history, living conditions, and sociocultural
adaptation (A. Aitaly, G. Mendikulova, Z. Shapolayeva, B. Rakisheva, G. Askhat,
and others). However, the issues of the role of the Kazakh diaspora in public
diplomacy and transnational politics require more coverage and development at the
present stage.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the role of diasporas as significant actors
in international relations, to identify their diplomatic potential, new opportunities
and horizons for interaction between countries through institutions and networks
of diasporas.

In the course of the study, the author sets the following objectives: to identify
the key mechanisms through which diasporas influence the foreign and domestic
policies of both their countries of origin and residence (lobbying, cultural diplomacy,
economic remittances, and others); to examine successful examples of interaction
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between countries and diasporas to achieve common goals; to develop practical
recommendations for effectively interacting with the Kazakh and Kazakhstani
diasporas abroad to strengthen international cooperation, cultural exchange, and
economic development.

According to various official and unofficial data, from 3.5 to 5-7 million
Kazakhs live outside of Kazakhstan, which is a quarter of the country's population.
The Kazakh diaspora lives in more than 40 countries around the world, including
the CIS countries, Central Asia, Turkey, Germany, France, the USA, etc. Moreover,
it is important to note the growing trend of Kazakhstanis moving abroad for
education, work, and permanent residence. Often leaving for temporary reasons,
many compatriots decide to stay on the basis of obtaining a residence permit or the
right of permanent residence. This phenomenon reflects the issue of "brain drain"
and the outflow of labor resources from the country. Due to the manifestation of this
tendency, active interaction with compatriots at the state level is important, since
the diaspora is a valuable and significant human capital and through entrepreneurial
activities, it can contribute to business development, job creation, and innovation.
Additionally, the diaspora generates economic, political, and social capital by
leveraging cultural and linguistic competencies in the host country and the country
of residence. Moreover, it is essential to consider the intellectual potential of the
diaspora, which should be actively engaged in fostering scientific collaboration
between countries.

Materials and methods

In preparing this article, scientific literature, modern research, and academic
articles were used to understand main theoretical approaches and concepts related
to public diplomacy and diaspora diplomacy. The author referred to official
strategic documents and government programs reflecting public diplomacy policies
and interaction with the diaspora abroad. Specific cases of successful diaspora
involvement in public diplomacy and transnational politics were also studied. In
the course of this study, the methods of political analysis, synthesis, description and
comparison, case study and foresight forecasting were applied with an attempt to
submit possible development scenarios and risks with minimal or absent interaction
with the diaspora abroad in the context of Kazakhstan.

Results

To date, scientists have made numerous attempts to classify diasporas, and
these classifications are based on various factors. However, the classification of
diasporas according to the degree of influence on the international relations system
is of particular interest for the present study. They are distinguished as global,
regional, and so-called "boarding minority" [10]. Undoubtedly, global diasporas
play the most significant role on the international arena today. The author G. Sheffer
defines the number of well-known world diasporas. According to him, the largest
"historical" diasporas are Chinese — 35 million people, next is Indian — 9 million
people, according to 2015 data, this figure reached 27 million people [11], Jewish
and Roma - 8 million people each, Armenian - 5.5 million people, Greek - 4 million
people, German - 2.5 million people, Druze diaspora - 1 million people. The
largest "modern diasporas" are the following ones: African-American - 25 million
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people, Kurdish - 14 million people, Irish - 10 million people, Italian - 8 million
people, Hungarian and Polish - 4.5 million people, Turkish and Iranian - 3.5 million
people each, Japanese - 3 million people, Lebanese (Christian) - 2.5 million people
[12]. According to T. Poloskova, "global" diasporas are those that influence the
development of the international relations system and the policies of leading states
[13]. As for the Kazakh diaspora, according to this classification, it is ambiguous
and represents both the "old" and "new" diaspora. The "old diaspora" was formed as
a result of historical and political processes, while the "new diaspora" is relatively
"young" and has been forming primarily due to educational and labor migration at
present and since the independence of Kazakhstan.

So, how does a particular diaspora influence various aspects, including interstate
relations? For example, consider the Indian diaspora in the United Kingdom, where
about 1.5 million people of Indian origin reside. In terms of economic participation:
remittances sent by Indians to their homeland amount to approximately $70 billion
per year, which exceeds the volume of foreign direct investment attracted by India
and adds 3.5% to India's GDP annually [14]. In terms of cultural influence, Indian
cuisine, cinema (especially Bollywood), music and dance are quite popular. Indian
festivals, such as Diwali, have become international events. In the 1990s, young
professionals from India migrated to the UK, filling job vacancies in industries
facing acute labor shortages, primarily in the National Health Service, the IT sector,
and telecommunications. While in 1999 the number was 5,663 per year, mainly for
IT specialties, by 2000 the number of permits issued reached 11000 [15]. This highly
skilled new migration, combined with the high level of education and entrepreneurial
activity of second and third generation migrants, has defined the modern identity of
the large middle class within the Indian diaspora in the UK. Today, the diaspora
contributes to attracting investments to India and the development of start-ups,
particularly in the technology sector.

The Armenian diaspora in the United States is the second largest ethnic group
outside Armenia. The Armenian ethnic lobby is a driving force of American-
Armenian relations, despite the relatively weak influence of the Armenian
government. The Armenian lobby in the United States mainly relies on the strength
and financial resources of US residents who support Armenia and its role in
international relations, and consists of members of the ethnic Armenian diaspora
— individuals who identify themselves as natives of Armenia or their descendants.
The diaspora in the US began forming at the end of the 17th century, and it is
worth noting that the Armenian diaspora has a low level of assimilation [16]. The
institutionalization of the Armenian lobby is evident through the operation of
two organizations: the Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) and
the Armenian Assembly of America (AAA). These organizations have different
histories and structures. Nevertheless, they actually complement each other, and
frequently join forces to achieve specific goals related to US policy toward Armenia.
The Armenian government recognizes this and is willing to cooperate with both
lobbying organizations [17]. The Diaspora, on which the Armenian lobby relies, is
one of the most cohesive ethnic groups in the United States. Within the diaspora, there
is almost complete consensus on key issues on which authorities should be lobbied
[17]. Major successes include lobbying on such key issues as Turkey's recognition of
the Armenian Genocide in the Ottoman Empire, the status of Nagorno-Karabakh,
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pipeline routes in the region, and Armenia's integration into trade and economic
relations in the Transcaucasia and the Middle East.

Another prominent diaspora whose influence on the international system is
manifested through diplomatic initiatives, lobbying, economic cooperation, and
cultural diplomacy is the Jewish diaspora. A notable example is the impact of Jewish
organizations such as the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) [18],
which is actively involved in shaping US foreign policy toward Israel. The United
States provides significant military and financial support to Israel, largely due to
the activities of Jewish lobbying groups. Israel does not have an officially declared
ideology; however, Zionism - the idea of consolidating Jews from all over the world
in order to build (before 1948), preserve, and strengthen the Jewish state - serves
as the foundation for all political movements and parties. Since the formation of
Israel in 1948, there has been a generally accepted agreement to depoliticize forces
that can use ideology to seize power [19]. The Jewish Diaspora is represented in
large transnational corporations, banks, and investment funds such as Goldman
Sachs, Bloomberg, Google, and others. Hollywood, where Jewish producers and
directors play a significant role, often broadcasts themes related to the Holocaust
and Israeli history ("Schindler's List", "The Pianist", "Resistance", etc.). The Jewish
diaspora has a multifaceted influence on the system of international relations
through economic, political, and cultural mechanisms. Its active participation in
international organizations, well-developed lobbying system and cultural diplomacy
make the Jewish diaspora to be one of the most important transnational actors.

The following table presents information on the strong and weak points of
interaction policies with the diaspora.

Table 1. Compiled by the authors

Country Strong points Weak points

Armenia F}naHCIal support, cultural Abolition of the relevant ministry
diplomacy
Legislative framework, integration . Lo . .

Israel . . Difficulties in integrating repatriates
into diplomacy

India Economic cooperation, cultural soft | Limited participation in diplomatic
power processes

Kazakhstan Rf.:pat.rlatlon program, cultural pr diplomatic activity of the
nitiatives diaspora

According to the results of the research, based on the analysis of national strategies
of China, Israel, and India, the most successful approaches are comprehensive ones
that combine cultural, economic, and political measures. It is important to interact
with the diaspora, as it has potential and key features, namely transnational identity,
maintaining a strong connection with the culture and traditions of its country
of origin, allowing them to serve as intermediaries between different nations
and regions. The second important feature of the diaspora is economic activity.
Remittances from diaspora members play a key role in economic development.
The third feature is political influence - diasporas actively participate in political
processes and interactions that go beyond national borders, serving the interests of
both their country of residence and origin.
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Discussion

Let’s consider Kazakhstan’s practice of interaction with compatriots and the
diaspora abroad. It should be acknowledged that Kazakhstan lacks a fundamental
document for working with compatriots, but this interaction is reflected in
documents such as the Migration Law and the Migration Policy Concept for 2023-
2027. It should be noted that work with compatriots is focused on ethnic repatriation
from countries nearby and adjacent to the territory of Kazakhstan, such as China,
Uzbekistan, Mongolia, Russia. This policy proved effective during the formation
of independent Kazakhstan in the context of the importance of strengthening and
increasing the share of the titular ethnic group in the country, and, in general, to
improve demographic indicators. However, the last decade is characterized by other
processes associated with the emigration of highly qualified personnel and the
working population, and this issue deserves proper attention. Thus, according to
official statistics, in the period from 2011 to 2022, 367.1 thousand people, mainly of
working age with higher (38%) and technical-vocational (34%) education, emigrated
for permanent residence abroad. In 2019-2021 alone, 106.5 thousand people left the
country for permanent residence abroad (2019 - 45.2 thousand people, 2020 - 29.1
thousand people, 2021 - 32.3 thousand people), of which 90% moved to the countries
of the Commonwealth of Independent States (hereinafter - CIS) for employment
purposes or repatriation to their historical homeland [20]. It is important to note
that over the past 10 years, the number of people with higher education entering the
country has decreased by more than half, amounting to 1.9 thousand people in 2020.
Thus, there is a clear trend in migration flows showing an increase in the number of
emigrants with higher education, and a reduction in the inflow of highly educated
immigrants to the country [21]. Although there were 10.2 thousand more entering
than leaving people in the previous year, compared with 20 thousand in the last
three quarters of 2024, data shows that the positive migration balance reflects only
quantitative, not qualitative indicators.

Table 2. Based on data from the Bureau of National Statistics of the Republic
of Kazakhstan [21]

Profession Number of people who left
Specialists with
demanded technical |1,2 thousand people
specialties
Economists 586 people
Teachers 385 people
Architects and
builders 261 people
Lawyers 170 thousand people

This trend indicates that emigration largely involves educated youth and qualified
specialists, and this fact affects the quality of Kazakhstan's human capital (see Table
2). In addition to the actual departure of Kazakhstanis for educational and labor
migration purposes, the following trend is concerning. As shown by the data of a
survey of citizens in Kazakhstan, about 25% of people aged 18 to 29 are thinking
about moving, while among 30-year-olds this figure reaches almost 30%, and every
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tenth person from the second age category has firm intentions to move (10.7 - "plan to
leave in the next 2-3 years") [21]. These figures reflect trends that need to be thought
about and taken into consideration at the national and governmental levels, as they
directly affect the economy and the quality of Kazakhstan’s human capital. As is
well known, one of the foundations of the modern economy is intangible assets -
things that are used in business and generate profit, but do not have a physical nature.
Examples of such assets include scientific developments, technologies, brands,
copyrights, business reputation, and it is possible that the diaspora is a carrier of
intangible assets that should not be neglected and should be actively attracted back
to the country of origin. Without highly qualified employees, it is impossible to
either create or effectively use intangible assets, which means that further innovation
and subsequent growth in production are impossible. Human capital, being the most
important component of global wealth, accounts for nearly two-thirds - 64% - of the
world's wealth, which is estimated at $1152 trillion, according to the World Bank's
2021 Global Wealth Report [22].

The formation of the "state-diaspora" relations raises the important issue of
cooperation with the scientific diaspora. As experts working on this issue rightly
note, "it is not necessary for a strong diaspora to be numerous. A diaspora is strong
when it has more successful specialists who can bring benefit to their homeland.
However, the effectiveness of cooperation depends more on partners in the homeland
than on representatives of the diaspora" [23]. Building bridges for sustainable and
effective cooperation with the scientific diaspora should become an imperative for
states with a diaspora abroad.

As Loshkarev notes, referring to the interpretation of M.J. Esman, a well-
known specialist in ethnicity and ethnic communities, a diaspora is understood as
a transnational community of migrants that maintains both material and emotional
ties with the territory (country) of origin, and at the same time adapts to the
limitations and opportunities of the host society. Diasporas are distinguished by
their autonomy and participate in transnational interactions [24]. A special type
of diaspora is represented by so-called "accidental” diasporas, or diasporas of
cataclysm, which arose as a result of changes in state borders. Their representatives
did not originally question their self-identification, but as a result of conditional
migration to another state - often without even implying a change of residence -
they unexpectedly became part of an ethnic or polyethnic group (minority) [25].
Such Kazakh diasporas were formed in Russia, Uzbekistan, China, and Mongolia.
Today, generations have migrated further to Turkey and European countries. This
is a significant demographic potential, which became noticeable as a result of the
policy of repatriation to Kazakhstan. For reference, since 1991, a total of 1,146.4
thousand ethnic Kazakhs have repatriated to Kazakhstan [26].

When discussing Kazakhstan's diaspora policy in research discourse, it is
important to note that traditionally, the work with compatriots takes place along
the G2P line, where G represents the government of the historical homeland, and P
represents the foreign society that is influenced. This global trend has also affected
interactions with compatriots. In this regard, it is important for compatriots to become
mediators or agents of influence of P2P public diplomacy. A notable example of how
diaspora representatives participate in business projects related to their historical
homeland is the Korean diaspora in Kazakhstan, and, in fact, this is a manifestation
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of the diaspora policy of South Korea towards Kazakhstani Koreans. In 1997, the
South Korean government established the "Overseas Koreans Foundation", which
marked the beginning of the widespread involvement of Kazakhstani Koreans in the
sociocultural, financial, and political matters of the country [27]. Entrepreneurs from
the ethnic Korean community in Kazakhstan established joint ventures with South
Korean businessmen, and played a role as intermediaries between Kazakhstani
and South Korean representatives in business structures such as "Samsung", "LG",
"Hyundai", "SsangYong", and "Kia". It should be noted that many South Korean
entrepreneurs were able to open businesses in Kazakhstan precisely thanks to the
assistance and support of the Kazakhstani Korean diaspora. Among the dynamically
developing Korean multinational companies in Kazakhstan are "Samsung," "LG
Electronics", "LG International", "SK Corp", "NTC", "Ritex", and construction firms
like "Yurim", "SungWon", and "Hanjin" [28].

This case demonstrates how many commercial and non-commercial
organizations beyond the government, with its initial support, form partnerships
with expatriates and compatriots for mutually beneficial proposals in a wide range
of issues: business, culture, innovation, etc. [28]. All the previously mentioned
examples of the participation of the foreign diaspora in politics and the development
of international relations indicate how important it is to interact with one’s own
diaspora, to establish long-term, promising relationships in the interests of the
development of the historical homeland and country of origin.

Depending on the degree of activity of the policy of interaction with the diaspora
abroad, using the foresight forecasting method, several key consequences and
probable scenarios can be identified in the context of Kazakhstan:

Table 3. Compiled by the authors

Trend
Young people in

No Scenario Risk Consequences

Reduce of
Kazakhstan's role as

Lack of support will Loss of national

lead to weakening
of the diaspora's ties
with its historical
homeland

foreign communities
will gradually lose
interest in the Kazakh
language, culture and
traditions.

identity among future
generations of the
diaspora

a center of attraction
for ethnic Kazakhs,
loss of cultural
influence abroad

The diaspora will
no longer view
Kazakhstan as an
attractive place for
investment, business
or professional
development

Decrease in economic
and investment flows
from the diaspora

Loss of economic
benefits from
interaction with the
diaspora abroad

Missed opportunities
for attracting capital,
new technologies,
and ideas that could
be realized through
connections with the
diaspora

Kazakhstan will
weaken its presence
on the international
stage by neglecting
the presence of the
Kazakh diaspora in
various countries

Reduction in
Kazakhstan's
international influence

Decline of
Kazakhstan's
recognition abroad
and the decrease
of its cultural and
political influence

Loss of positions

in diplomacy, weak
promotion of Kazakh
interests in countries
with large Kazakh
communities
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Diaspora may

Diasporas will no become passive or | Weakening of support

4 1onger feel thel.r Emlgrgtlon gnd loss have a high risk of  |and soft power
involvement with of social capital e L
assimilation in host  |policies
Kazakhstan

countries

Conclusion with recommendations

Based on the results of the conducted research, the authors propose a number of
recommendations for improving Kazakhstan's interaction with its diaspora abroad.
Namely:

- to strengthen the institutional mechanisms of working with the diaspora
with enhancing the strategic participation of and coordination by the President’s
Administration and involvement not only Ministry of Foreign Affairs but also
Ministry of Science and Higher Education, Ministry of Labor;

- to define clear terminology in this area, and introduce a common unifying
name for all Kazakhs and Kazakhstanis abroad, such as "Kazakhia", following the
example of using "Polonia" for all Poles;

- to work on integrating the diaspora into diplomatic processes through public
diplomacy programs. At the same time, it seems important to develop and adopt a
fundamental document in the form of a by-law, etc. In doctrinal documents, such as
the Concept of Foreign Policy, it is essential to note the importance of developing
mechanisms for public diplomacy and humanitarian cooperation with an emphasis
on the need to intensify interaction with compatriots and the diaspora abroad. This
would allow, in the current conditions of a turbulent international environment and
information pressure on countries, to maintain existing ties at the level of public
organizations. In this context, the diaspora becomes an important resource of "soft
power";

- to adopt the positive experience of China, Israel, Armenia in repatriation and
attracting young people from the foreign diaspora to take part in scientific, business,
educational projects;

- to conduct active informational and explanatory work both at the local level
within state and non-governmental organizations, as well as abroad. Thus, during
in-depth interviews and case studies, issues were discovered in implementing the
“Ata Zholy” card initiative, when at the local level the host employment organization
was unaware of the launch of this initiative at the state level. Therefore, for the
effective implementation of the initiative, it is important to work out mechanisms for
interaction and cooperation.

Taking into account the points of view and interest of the diaspora
representatives to study the possible conditions and mechanisms of cooperation
“the scientific diaspora-the state”, the whole complex of strategic steps should be
aimed at overcoming the obstacles that arise on the way to creating these relations,
international experience, repatriation. In this regard,

- in order to improve the domestic scientific and educational system, promote
cooperation, and introduce professional potential in the sphere of high technologies
and other industries, it is important to support these efforts with state strategic
documents, and create an information database of scientists living abroad, to assess
their potential. At a minimum, stimulating collaboration with the diaspora through
the creation of intellectual, expert, and scientific-educational projects is necessary. At
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a maximum, repatriating the scientific diaspora should be facilitated by simplifying
bureaucratic procedures and providing preferences.

Interaction with the diaspora abroad plays a key role in strengthening
international ties, promoting national interests, and shaping a positive image of
the state on the global stage. Diasporas can serve as bridges between countries,
facilitating the development of economic, cultural, and diplomatic relations. Their
active participation in public diplomacy, support for national initiatives, and
contributions to the development of their country of origin make them a valuable
strategic resource.

The experience of various countries shows that successful work with diasporas
requires a comprehensive approach, including the creation of favorable conditions
for interaction, support for cultural and linguistic identity, and the involvement of
the diaspora in economic and political processes. In this context, it is important not
only to develop cooperation programs but also to consider the interests and needs
of diaspora communities themselves, providing them with opportunities for active
participation in the life of their historical homeland. Moreover, the issue of interaction
becomes even more relevant considering the latest amendments by the "Bolashak"
Center for International Programs regarding the opportunity for program graduates
to remain abroad.

Thus, an effective policy of interaction with the diaspora becomes an integral
element of the state strategy aimed at strengthening international influence,
developing transnational networks, and forming sustainable partnerships in various
fields.
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