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Abstract. Nation-building is considered as a way of opposing centrifugal forces,
in order to preserve the civil identity of multinational states. In modern science,
the process of nation-building is associated with «identity», «identification»,
mainly implying civil and political identity. After the collapse of the Soviet Union,
all countries began an active search for their own identity as the basis of nation-
building, and this search is largely connected with history. Historical memory
plays the role not only of preserving and transmitting information, but also of an
ideological component - the unifier of an ethnos, a civil nation with the state into
a single whole. The state as a subject of nation-building introduces ideologically
actualized historical concepts into the historical consciousness of the nation. These
concepts are actively introduced into a wide public discourse, where a special role
is assigned to the scientific community. Based on the analysis of scientific works
and discursive data, an attempt is made to show the place and role of the concepts
«Chagatai ulus» and «state of nomadic Uzbeksy in the nation-building process of
modern Uzbekistan. The article shows the content and meaning of these concepts,
the trends of their development both in the official scientific environment and in the
broad public discourse.

Keywords: nation-building, nation, national identity, Chagatai ulus, the state of
nomadic Uzbeks.
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Amnmarna. ¥NIT KYpbUIBICH KOIYJITTH MEMJIEKETTEPAIH a3aMaTThIK-KYKBIKTHIK
COMKECTIriH caKkTay MaKCaTBhIH/Ia OPTAIBIKTAH TEMKIMI KYIITepre Kapchl TYPY TACii
peTiHae KapacThlpbUIajbl. Kaszipri FbUIbIMAA «COMKECTiNK» (MISHTUYHOCTB),
«colikecTeHAipy» (MaeHTU(UKAIMA) HETI3IHEH a3aMaTThIK-CasiC  OiperermikTi
OUTAIPETiH YIIT Kypy mpolieciMer OaitnanbicThl. Kenec Omarbl bIpIparaHHaH KeiiH
OapIIbIK eNep VAT KYPBUIBICHIHBIH HETi31 pETiH/E ©3/IepiHiH KeKe OachiH OenceH i
TYpae i31e# 6acTa bl )KoHe OYIT 13/1ey HeT131HeH TapUXTICH OaitaHpICTh. TapruXu sKkaabl
aKnaparThl CaKTay yKoHe Oepy FaHa eMec, COHBIMEH 0ipre UeOIOTHUSIIBIK KOMITOHSHT
- 3THOCTBI, a3aMAaTTHIK YITTH MEMJICKCTIICH OipTyTac TYTaCTHIKKA OipiKTipyIi pestin
aTtkapaabl. MeMJIeKeT YIT KYPbUIBICHIHBIH CyObEKTiCI pETiH/IE YIATTHIH TApUXHU CaHa-
CBIHA UCOJOTUSUIBIK TYPFBIIAH 03eKTi Tapuxu TYXKbIpbIMAaManapasl eHrizeni. by
TYKBIpBIMAAaMalap FBUTBIMHA KOFAaMIACTBIKKA CPEKIe pell OepiuIreH KeH KOFaMIIBIK
JICKypcKa OeyiceHai Typae eHrisiiegl. FhUibIMH eHOSKTep MEH JIHCKYpCHBTI
JIepEKTep/Ii Taljiay Heri3iHje Kasipri ©30eKCTaHHBIH YIT KYPBUIBICHI TPOIIECIHIC
«araraii yIIbICED) J)KOHE «KOIIIIENi 630€KTep MEMIICKET» TY>KBIPhIMIaMalapbIHBIH
OpHBI MEH POIIiH KOPCETYyTe dpEeKeT )Kacabl. Makanaia 0Chl TY)KbIpbIMIaMasap/IblH
Ma3MYHBI MEH MaHbI3bI, OJIApABIH PECMH FBUTBIMU OpTaJia Aa, KeH KOFaMJIbIK JUCKYP-
cTa Jia JaMy TeHICHUUsIIapbl KOPCETUIreH.
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AnHoTauusi. HanmoHanbHOE CTPOMTENBCTBO paccMaTpUBAeTCs Kak CIIOco0
COIIPOTHUBIICHUST IIEHTPOOCKHBIM CHJIAM C IEIBbI0 COXPAHUTH TPAKIAHCKYIO U
MIPABOBYIO HJAEHTUYHOCTh MHOTIOHAIMOHAJIBHBIX TOCYAapcTB. B coBpemeHHOI
HayKe TePMHUH «UACHTUYHOCTBY, HACHTH(UKAINSD) TIaBHBIM 00pa3oM CBSI3aHEI C
IIPOLIECCOM CO3JaHUs HALlMK, 110 KOTOPOH IOHUMAETCs IPaXKIaHCKO-I10JUTHYECKas
unentnyHocthb. [locne pacnaga Coserckoro Coro3a Bce CTpaHbl Hayald aKTHBHO
HCKaTh COOCTBEHHYIO HJICHTUYHOCTh KaK OCHOBY HAllHOHAJIBHOTO CTPOUTENHCTBA, U
9TOT MOKMCK BO MHOTOM CBSi3aH C HUcTOpuei. McToprueckas maMsaTh — 3TO HE TOIBKO
XpaHeHue U nepeada nHPOPMaLUK, HO U UI€0JI0rHYecKasi COCTaBIIAIONIas — THOC,
rpaxkJaHcKas Halus, rocyaapcTBo. [ocy1apcTBO Kak CyObEKT HALMECTPOUTEIILCTBA
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BHOCUT B UCTOPUYECKOE CO3HAHUE HALIMU MJI€0JI0IMYECKH 3HAUUMbIE HCTOPUYECKHE
MOHATHUS. DTH KOHISTIIINY AKTHUBHO BKJIFOYAIOTCS B IIMPOKU I 0011 CTBEHHBIN UCKYPC,
B KOTOPOM HAay49HOMY COOOIIECCTBY OTBOAMTCS ocobast posb. Ha ocHoBe aHammsa
Hay4HBIX TPYZIOB M IUCKYPCUBHBIX JAHHBIX MPEINPHUHATA MOMbBITKA MOKA3aTh MECTO
u ponb KoHuenuui «Ilararaiickuii ynyc» n «KodeBoe y30eKckoe rocyiapcTBO» B
MPOIIECCE TOCYNAPCTBEHHOTO CTPOUTENILCTBA COBPEMEHHOTO Y30ekucrana. B crarbe
[IOKA3aHO COJAEpKAHUE U 3HAUEHHE ITUX MOHATUH, TeHIEHLMN MX Pa3BUTHUS KaK B
oduIaTEHON HaydIHOH Cpese, TaK U B IIHPOKOM OOIIICCTBEHHOM JTUCKYpCE.
Knwouesvie cnosa: mayuomanvHoe cmpoumenbcmeo, Hayus, HAYUOHANbHA
UOeHMUYHOCMb, Ya2amaiickoe genuyue, kouegoe y36eKckoe cocyoapcmeo

Introduction

According to V.A. Tishkov, "nation—building" is the process of forming a
national identity, the essence of which is to create a sense of patriotism and general
solidarity towards one's state. The object of this process becomes a community of
people under its jurisdiction. The main question is the content of the basic conceptual
concepts of nation-building, as well as what components should constitute a civil-
political identity and what mechanisms and tools should be used to form this identity
[1]. In our study, we will adhere to this definition.

The object of the study is the process of nation-building in the Republic of
Uzbekistan. Subject: the place and role of the concepts "state of nomadic Uzbeks"
and "Chagatai ulus" as elements of nation-building in Uzbekistan. The aim is to study
the trends in the application of the concepts of "the state of nomadic Uzbeks" and
"Chagatai ulus" by official and unofficial discourse in the process of nation-building.

Methods

The dialectical approach associated with the identification of opposite aspects
within the framework of nation-building in Uzbekistan, ensuring its movement as
a historical and socio-political phenomenon, has become the methodological basis.

Modern social processes are necessarily connected with information and
communication technologies and their influence on the public consciousness of
concrete historical communities. Such a complex phenomenon as nation-building is
largely ensured and depends on the level of development of the Internet space, the
involvement of ordinary citizens in it. In Uzbekistan, according to the data of 2022,
80.4% of the country's population was connected to the global web [2]. Based on the
above, the discourse analysis of the Internet space allowed us to identify the most
relevant approaches to the use of the concepts of the Chagatai ulus and the state of
nomadic Uzbeks in the process of nation-building.

The synthesis of discourse analysis with political analysis allowed us to explore
important aspects of the application of these concepts in the nation-building of
Uzbekistan.

Discussion

The study of the nation-building process in Uzbekistan is a new direction in
the social and humanitarian sphere. The interdisciplinary nature of the problems of
nation-building determines the need to turn to theoretical and empirical sources that
are heterogeneous in content and form. Nation-building incorporates political theory
and practice, the process of forming systems of ideas and values directly related to
historical science as a form of public consciousness. The term "political history"
is also considered in two aspects — as the history of the political development of
the country and as the policy of the state on the interpretation of history, as well as

KasaxcraH - Cnel('rp HayyHbiii xxypHan. 2024/1 (109) http://journal-ks.kisi.kz/index.php/ks/index



determining its role and place in the development of society.

The main concepts used in the study of the nation-building process are "ethnos",
"nation", "people" and, of course, "state". These concepts are closely interrelated, and
a different approach to the definition of each of them forms specific interpretations
of the processes of national and state construction. In ethnosociology, there are three
main approaches to the definition of an ethnos: the primordialist, constructivist and
instrumentalist [1].

The primordialist concept has been studied since the introduction of the concept
of "primordialism" by the American sociologist E. Shills. In Russia, A.G. Dugin
applied a dialectical approach to revealing the essence of primordialism. Later, the
sociobiological (P. Van den Berge, L.N. Gumilyov) and evolutionary-historical (Y. V.
Bromley, H. Isaacs, K. Blue, etc.) trends arise in primordialism. The concepts of
ethnicity, nation and nationalism are particularly relevant in the study of nation-
building issues. The nation is considered by some authors as a derivative of
nationalism, that is, nationalism generates a nation. As long as certain communities
do not realize unity and nationalism does not manifest itself, then the nation as a
political phenomenon will not arise (B. Anderson, E. Smith). Supporters of the
exclusivity of the state adhere to a similar position in form — it generates a nation and
a people (I. Wallerstein).

V.A. Tishkov defines a nation as a community of people united within the
framework of a sovereign state, while it is characterized by a certain degree of civic
solidarity and it is distinguished by loyalty to the state and its legitimate authority.
The State is a system of institutions created by the nation, to which this sovereign
territorial community delegates power. Thus, in addition to the functions of
management, organization and protection, the state receives "the right to compulsion
and obligations to preserve and support ethnic and cultural diversity" [1].

Many works have been devoted to the research of nation-building in Uzbekistan,
both locally and abroad. It is symptomatic that there are diametrically opposite
positions regarding the issues of the origin of the Uzbek ethnic group. It should be
noted that in Uzbekistan itself, the issues of nation-building from the point of view
of the role of historical figures in history, as well as their implementation into a
wide public discourse, are actively discussed. Moreover, this discussion goes beyond
Uzbekistan, which creates a favorable environment for constructive, from a scientific
point of view, objective research of the problem.

Research results

In the nation-building of modern Uzbekistan, the concepts of "the state of
nomadic Uzbeks" and "Chagatai ulus" play an important role. The significance of
these historical state formations has characteristic features that reflect the historical
policy of Uzbekistan in the context of nation-building.

It should be noted that in the nation-building of post-Soviet countries, as a rule,
fundamental works that have done by official scientific circles play a key role. This
is due to two reasons: the first is related to the political features of state—building,
the second is also related to politics, but in the field of science. In the first case, we
are talking about politics in general, which is characterized by a certain control over
the formation of an ideological space, where a special role is assigned to historical
consciousness. In addition, social inertia, on the one hand, the geopolitical need to
preserve national identity in the context of globalization and globalism, on the other,
predetermined a particularly reverent and protective attitude towards the historical
consciousness of the people by the state. The words of the first President I. Karimov:
"History is the basis of the spirituality of the people" [3, p. 21], "Losing history for
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a person is like losing life" [3, p. 10], "Self-awareness begins with knowledge of
history" [3, p. 5] express not only the attitude of the state to history, but also represent
the structure of the relationship between the state and historical science, reflecting
the form of the nation-building policy of Uzbekistan.

Proceeding from V.A. Tishkov's definition, nation—building as a process of forming
national identity includes the process of forming an important emotional component
- a sense of patriotism. Patriotism is important only as a mass phenomenon formed in
each individual as a representative of a particular society. The most open and receptive
to ideas, slogans and propaganda of patriotism, as well as the main object of patriotic
education, generally, is the youth. It determines the perspective of the development
of society and the state as a unique subject and as a subject of international relations.
Uzbekistan is quite actively pursuing youth policy, institutionalized in the Youth
Union of Uzbekistan. Since 2001, the main youth structure has been the "Kamolot"
movement, which in 2017 was transformed into the Youth Union of Uzbekistan.

It must be noted that in the tasks of the "Kamolot" Charter, special importance
was given to patriotic education, but without reference to historical consciousness.
Among such tasks, the following can be distinguished: "... — patriotic, spiritual
and moral education of the younger generation, countering the spread of ideas
of religious intolerance and extremism among young people; - achieving active
participation of young people in the implementation of the principle "From a strong
state to a strong society", relying on the energy, knowledge, talents and potential
of younger generation; - definition and implementation of a long-term strategy of
organizational, spiritual and educational activities aimed at educating the youths in
the spirit of devotion to the idea of national independence" [4]. With the coming
to power of  Sh. Mirziyoyev, youth policy has become a priority area that has
undergone changes. Along with the rebranding of the "Kamolot" movement, there
was a shift in content through the formulation of new tasks. In the Charter of the
Youth Union of Uzbekistan, the key task becomes "the education of young people, in
particular, unorganized youth in spiritual and moral terms and in the spirit of military
patriotism, the formation of their consciousness of historical memory, national pride
and self-knowledge, involvement in events, a sense of respect for national and
universal values" [5].

Thus, the tasks of youth policy are filled with an element of the historical
military-patriotic plan, and "unorganized youth" is also singled out as a condition
for universal coverage of the establishment of social justice. New tasks require new
solutions and actions. We believe that the work of the new stage of youth policy,
as one of the key elements of nation-building, is the collective work edited by A.
Askarov "The History of the origin of the Uzbek people" [6], which was published
in 2018. Of course, this is not the only work of this type (especially considering the
development of Internet technologies), but from the point of view of historicism and
political pragmatism, it can be considered as a fairway of the ideological field of
Uzbekistan in nation-building.

The development of the structure of approaches to the ideological formation of
state policy can also be considered a characteristic direction of nation-building in
the Republic of Uzbekistan. It is based on the promotion of increasing the role of
historical memory in the long-term social and state development, focused on the
solidarity of society in the context of its relationship with the state.

The second is the policy in the field of science, in which the features of competitive
freedom are weakly manifested. Therefore, based on the tasks assigned to us, we
consider the appeal to the most authoritative and fundamental sources as the main
theoretical and methodological vector.
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The analysis of historical works shows that the state formations that existed on the
territory of modern Kazakhstan and Central Asia consider the concepts of "Chagatai
ulus" and "state of nomadic Uzbeks" in three main aspects: from the standpoint
of political education, from the point of view of the emergence of the ethnonym
"Uzbek", and in the context of the ethnogenesis of the Uzbek people.

A broader or regional form of identity of the peoples of Central Asia is the Turkic
one, which is directly related to the origin of the Uzbek people and the ethnonym
"Uzbek". It should be noted that Pan-Turkism cannot be unambiguously assessed as a
positive or negative phenomenon. It all depends on the specific situation. In addition,
for all Turkic peoples, Pan-Turkism is included in the context of nation-building in
one or another of its interpretations and roles. The significance of the Pan-Turkist
idea in nation-building is determined by many factors: the political interests of state
power, quantitative and qualitative indicators of the impact on public consciousness,
the expression of the ethnos' attitude regarding the question of its place and role in
Turkic history.

One of the features of nation-building in the modern history of Uzbekistan is the
idea of Pan-Turkism [7]. However, Pan-Turkism, as a theory and practice, is a unity
of political and cultural trends. In Central Asia, pan-Turkism is mainly represented
by a cultural component, including reflected in the nation-building of each state.
At the same time, being in the cultural field, Pan-Turkism is associated to political
practices, primarily in the field of ideology.

Therefore, trying to revive the idea of Turkestan and proclaiming Uzbekistan
as its center, the state should ensure this project at the cultural and historical level.
One of these lines passes through the prism of the attitude and interpretation of the
historical concepts of "the state of nomadic Uzbeks" and "Chagatai ulus".

The modern history of Uzbekistan is based on the recognition of the Turkic tribes
as the ethno-political basis of the Uzbek people, despite the close interaction with
other ethnogroups of the Central Asian area. "The Turkic ethnic foundation, laid in
the IX-X centuries, served as a solid foundation for the political unification of the
people, which would later be called the "Uzbek people" [6, p. 433]. On the one hand,
as already noted, this is an objective history and an objective approach based on
scientific facts. On the other hand, it is an ideological tool in the context of political
history, which has the resource to formulate Pan-Turkist rhetoric.

It is interesting to note that the official historiography of Uzbekistan criticizes
the vulgar approach of Soviet science for "constructivism" and the absence of the
principle of historicism, which denied the ethnogenesis and ethnic history of the
peoples of the region and believed that all modern peoples of Central Asia (Uzbeks,
Tajiks, Kazakhs, Kyrgyzs, Karakalpaks and others) have no historical roots and their
present state is the political derivative, the political structure of the Soviet government
[6, p. 482]. However, A. Askarov notes: "Such a position on the issue of ethnogenesis
and ethnic history of the peoples of Central Asia contradicts historical reality. The
name "Uzbek" should first of all be understood as the settled rural population
engaged in irrigated agriculture, and the urban population engaged in handicrafts
and trade, as well as the nomadic Uzbeks of Dashti-Kipchak who came to these
lands at the beginning of the XVI century, who were at the head of political power"
[6, p. 482]. The last thought is the recognition of the historical fact of the mixing of
ethnic groups of nomadic and settled areas on the territory of modern Uzbekistan still
carries a shade of elitist Pan-Turkist rhetoric in the ethnogenesis of the Uzbek people
as opposed to other fraternal Turkic peoples.

Currently, extremely speculative approaches can be found in the public domain
in attempts to deepen the Pan-Turkization of the history of Uzbekistan, in particular
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the period of the Chagatai ulus and the state of nomadic Uzbeks. For example,
R. Abdullayev's article "Uzbeks are nobles of the Turkic peoples, and Sarts are
entrepreneurs of Central Asia" [8], to which H. Kamol gave his debatable answer, in
the work "About Dashti Kipchak — the Homeland of the Uzbeks" [9]. The title of R.
Abdullayev's article has a significant effect. At the same time, it should be noted that
the concept of "the state of nomadic Uzbeks" and the ethnonym "Uzbek" are used by
the authors of Pan-Turkist rhetoric in their works.

Such interpretations of the concepts of "The State of nomadic Uzbeks" and
"Chagatai ulus" can lead to an increase in the emotional background in patriotic
education as a process of nation-building. At the same time, Pan-Turkist rhetoric will
not be able to provide equal and constructive dialogue between Turkic ethnic groups
at the mental level, at the level of the collective unconscious in the future.

In contrastto the regional Pan-Turkistidea, since Uzbekistan gained independence,
a special place in nation-building has been occupied by the concept of Amir Timur,
as a person who laid the foundations of state-building, and indirectly referred to the
personality of the first president of Uzbekistan I. Karimov as the founder of a new
independent state [10]. At the same time, the analysis shows that the concepts of
Amir Timur and the state of nomadic Uzbeks play a special role in the ideological
and competitive struggle between Uzbek and Tajik ethnic groups, as well as states.
Meanwhile, despite the active promotion of these concepts in the broad public
discourse, both peoples consider local ancient autochthonous inhabitants to be the
ultimate basis of their ethnogenesis.

If we compare President Sh. Mirziyoyev with his predecessor, it should be noted
that he does not associate himself, at least until now, with any historical figure. Based
on the definition we have adopted by V. A. Tishkov, one of the properties of nation-
building is the connection of society with the state. In transition countries, including
the period of I. Karimov in Uzbekistan, this connection referred to the connection of
society with the first person of the state. Thus, the nation was solidified with the state,
therefore, with 1. Karimov, whose prototype was Amir Timur. The Uzbek national
identity was connected with the personality of Amir Timur.

So, in 2016, the Embassy of Uzbekistan in Azerbaijan published an article "Amir
Temur - the pride of the Uzbek people", which said: "Through many centuries,
the star of Amir Temur, who left an indelible mark in world history, shines just as
brightly for today's generations. His life path serves as an example for young citizens
of Uzbekistan who strive to become his worthy heirs" [11]. Of course, President
Sh. Mirziyoyev is pursuing a policy of visible continuity with I. Karimov, but at the
same time he is gradually creating grounds for a qualitative transformation of the
ideological space.

In modern Uzbek discourse, the concept of "Chagatai ulus" is considered as one
of the most significant stages in the formation of the Uzbek ethnic group and the
state. Moreover, in some situations, the role of the concept of "Chagatai ulus" rises
before all others, including the concept of "the state of nomadic Uzbeks" [12].

Chagatai is presented here as the most successful representative of the Genghis
Khan dynasty, because only his name was assigned to the entire dynasty, the military
elite of Transoxiana of the XV century, not controlled by the Chagataids, and the
whole state. The Chagatai ulus and the term "chagatai" became those collective
entities that ensured the consolidation of nomads and settled peoples into one
community. In addition, Chagatai is presented as a generous and loyal ruler to the
indigenous population: "Chagatai granted the Dulats territory in the south of the Tien
Shan. The Dulats called their territory Manglai-Sube or the Southern Side" [12]. For
comparison, in Kazakh historiography, not Chagatai himself, but his descendants
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left Zhetysu to the local emirs of the Dulat tribe after its collapse due to a long
confrontation with the descendants of Ogedei [13].

At the same time, this direction of discourse significantly lengthens the history of
the final formalization of the Uzbek people and state.

"Later, during the struggle of the Timurids with Muhammad Sheibani, the
population of Transoxiana, for some time, began to be called the "Chagatai people"
(Chagatai eli), in contrast to the newcomers of the Uzbeks. According to ethnographic
data, a part of the population of Transoxiana at the beginning of the 20th century quite
steadfastly retained the self-designation "chagatai" [12]. Consequently, the bearers of
the self-designation "Chagatai" were those who opposed the Uzbeks who came from
the steppe as the indigenous population of the modern territories of Uzbekistan.

In a similar form of discourse, in the context of nation-building in Uzbekistan,
the concept of "Chagatai ulus" and outgoing, "chagatai", "chagataids", leads to
opposite conclusions, forcing us to rely on earlier stages of ethnogenesis as key and
final, creating a precedent for the rise of the ethnonym "chagatai" over the ethnonym
"Uzbek".

Approaches to the formation of awareness of the exalted role of the Uzbek people
based on the concepts of "Chagatai ulus" and "state of nomadic Uzbeks" also take
place according to some Uzbek researchers. As V. E. Abirov notes, today "various
studies of the greatness of the history of the Uzbek people have appeared, the search
for its origins began in the distant past, in the ethnos that lived in ancient times.
However, attempts to define and describe the greatness of the people were sharply
criticized by the first President Islam Karimov" [14].

Conclusion

Nation—building in Uzbekistan is characterized by various approaches, which
are based on a dual idea, where on the one hand there is a revival of the ethno-
national Uzbek identity as the titular ethnic group of this territory, on the other - the
formation of a political Uzbek nation of a multi-ethnic entity, where each ethnic
group is equal with everyone in rights, and of course, in the right to consider itself
as part of the Uzbek people. It is important to note the careful and attentive attitude
of the government to historical memory, its actualization in society, and especially
among young people.

In the modern discourse of nation-building in Uzbekistan, there are trends in
the formation of a new nationalism based on the historical concepts of "the state of
nomadic Uzbeks" and "Chagatai ulus". At the same time, some authors absolutize
the role of one concept and leave the role of another out of focus. Such approaches
are not able to form an integral historical picture of ethnogenesis and the emergence
of the state, which in the future is fraught with biased assessments, and in turn,
distortions in social development.

The concept of "state of nomadic Uzbeks" differs from the "ulus of Chagatai",
primarily by focusing on the personality of Abulkhair. In contrast, the concept of
"Chagatai ulus" is focused on the population of the state. Hence the two opposing
positions of the authors in relation to the concepts:

1 - recognizing the exceptional role of the personality of Abulkhair, only a part
of the population of the state of nomadic Uzbeks (in some — only the "military
elite") participated in the ethnogenesis of the Uzbek people and political processes
on the territory of Uzbekistan;

2 — recognizing the historical role of Chagatai, exceptional importance is
attached to the population of the Chagatai ulus, which has become the basis of the
Uzbek ethnic group.
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